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MEDIA STATEMENT

I join the global community to celebrate Media Freedom
Day today. It is an important day and one we must always
protect and cherish as media freedom is a critical and
fundamental part of a striving and free democracy.

Our country is going through various review and reform as
we progress towards 2025, the year when Papua New
Guinea will celebrate 50 years of political independence
from colonial rule. This is an important crossroad in our
political history as we jump over into the next 50 years
and move towards 100 years as a sovereign nation.

The media has played an important role in|our country’s
development and will continue to play this role. But it must
play a bigger and more robust role in our desire now to be
economically independent.
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transparent self-regulatory process of accountability and
responsibility.

I will soon announce the 3™ draft of the National Media
Development Policy 2023. Prior to this, there will be a
national survey, to be conducted commencing this week,
to further gauge views of the public on key policy
questions.

The survey will be available to the public and| stakeholders
through the department’s website and Facebook page,
SMS Blasts and the general media.

Following the survey, regional workshops will be
conducted and a final validation workshop for key
stakeholders.

I intend, following the survey and validation workshop, to
bring a submission to the National Executive Council by
the end of May and or early June 2023 for approval of the
National Media Development Policy.

I am happy with the process so far. It is transparent and
consultation is being deliberately extended to ensure a
much wider and prolonged consultation process.

As our country goes through unprecedented global stress

5




and developments, as we seek to become a leading
economic hub in the region and as we become more
important in the global strategic positioning, the media
becomes very crucial and this we must strengthen and
protect.

I take time now to pay tribute to those in the media
fraternity who have passed on and to encourage all who
continue to work in the profession to continue|to work hard
and to strengthen our overall resolve for a free and vibrant
media.

I wish you all a Happy and Progressive Media Freedom
Day!

God Bless You All.

1 Technology

and Member for South Bougainville.




